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xxvi The Modem Language Association of America. 

spoke of the great utility of Summer Schools, a point casually 
touched upon by the author of the essay, and the Conference 
then listened to an abstract of a paper by Dr. B. F. O'Connor, 
of Columbia College, entitled: — 

8. " French taught in New York City." The object of this 
communication was to present a survey of the methods of teach- 
ing French now in use in the metropolis, to reduce them to 
fundamental classes based upon philosophical principles, and to 
trace in broad lines the chief epochs of growth of Modern 
Language study in Columbia College. 

The meeting then adjourned till 3 p. m. 



At the cpening of the fourth session, called to order by the 
President, at 3.15 p. m., Prof. Sylvester Primer, of the College 
of Charleston, S. C, read a scientific paper, 

9. " On the Factitive in German." 

The design of the article is a discussion of some points of special 
interest in the factitive construction in German, and its comparison 
with that of the same case in the cognate languages. The writer 
gives a historical sketch of this construction as far back as it could be 
traced, after having discussed the nature and functions of this case 
and its relations to the other cases. The factitive forms a part of the 
predicative idea which consists of two elements, the substantial and 
the verbal. According as the former or latter prevails we have an in- 
transitive or transitive verb. There is besides a third class of verbs 
which require in addition to the regular object a second complement 
or modifier for the completion of the predicative idea, i. e. the factitive. 
The prevalent opinion in regard to the pronominal suffixes s, and m, 
of the Aryan nominative and accusative is that the former gave pre- 
cision to the subjective idea and that the subject became the case of 
emphasis and animation by. introducing the active personal, or inde- 
pendent element, while the latter (the accusative) is the case of de- 
pendence. Hence the noun-form sufficed for a long time to express 
this relation, as seen in the neuter where the nominative and accusa- 
tive are alike. The masculine and feminine suffix tn added no new 
force to the noun-idea, the accusative still represented the predicative 
noun-relation in a general and oblique manner, while the other cases 
express special and peculiar relations of dependence. The accusative 
simply completes the defective sense of the transitive verb. Inti- 
mately connected with the regular accusative is that in which the 



